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cletian and Maximian came to terms with him and left Britain to him. It was not till Carausius had been assassinated that Constantius was able to reestablish the imperial dominion in Britain, by the overthrow of Alectus, the successor of Carausius.
The frontiers were adequately defended. On the Rhine and the Upper Danube the Franks and the Allemanni were held back. Goths on the Danube were enrolled in the imperial armies, and marched under Galerius to take part in the defense of the Syrian frontier against the Persians. After twenty years of rule Diocletian deliberately chose to retire into private life and to enforce a similar retirement upon Maximian. The two Gesars became Augusti, but Galerius, who was named as the senior, nominated the two new Caesars; passing over Constantine, the son of Constantius, of whom he was evidently jealous, to nominate his own nephew, Daza, as Csesar of the East, with the imperial name of Maximin, while Flavius Severus as Caesar, succeeded to the dominion of Maximian. Constantius, however, was dying. His abilities and character had won him great popularity in the West, and the moment he was dead the legions at Eboracum (Yorkj, the headquarters in Britain, proclaimed Constantine his successor. Galerius accepted the situation, but only allowed him to take the title of Csesar as the junior member among the colleagues in the Empire. Constantine made no attempt to disturb the settlement. He was absolutely secure of the loyalty of Gaul and Britain, where he completed the reorganization which his father had taken in hand, and inflicted a crushing defeat on the Franks, who had broken across the PJbine on the news of the elder Caesar's death.
But elsewhere confusion arose. Maximian, who had retired very reluctantly tinder irresistible pressure from Diocletian, thrust himself forward and backed up his son Maxentius in seeking to gain recognition in Italy as Augustus. Diocletian refused to intervene in public affairs, though there is no doubt that if he had chosen to do so his authority would have been recognized. Flavius Severus was killed; Maxentius ruled in his place, and drove his own father Maximian out of Italy, Galerius nominated an old comrade, Licinius, as a new Augustus. Happily, he died himself of a horrible disease, which the Christians regarded as a punishment for the last persecution which he Had inaugurated; and then the four emperors, Constantine, Licinius, Maxentitis, and Maximin, came to terms with each other.
The accord was short enough. The two Western August!, Con-sta&tine and Maxentius, were soon engaged in a deadly struggle, in .which, Constantine proved entirely triumphant. Maxentius was finally rotated, and lost his life at the battle of the Milvain Bridge, close to Rome, In 312, which made Constantine master of the whole West. In the next year he issued from Milan, which had for titae displaced Kotne as the imperial capital in Italy, a decree